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                MONITORING 

Patient shows signs or

symptoms of respiratory distress

Secure airway with insertion of 

King LT or endotracheal tube

Patient able to 

protect own airway?

Administer O2 at 

appropriate rate through 

appropriate device

Acquire continuous end tidal carbon 

dioxide measurement with diagnostic 

waveform and numeric value

Determine pulse ox; 

record results

No Yes

Provide necessary 

medical care

Continue to monitor airway 

for adequate ventilation

Make adjustments as 

necessary

Contact medical control 

as necessary

Normal CO2 

waveform?
Yes

Value 

decreasing or less 

than 10?

Maximize high 

quality CPR

Yes

Continue 

resuscitation efforts 

with goal of EtCO2 

value of 20 - 40

No

No

Check EtCO2 valuePatient 

pulseless?

Troubleshoot equipment; 

clinical assessment to 

confirm placement

No

Clinical assessment (no 

gastric sounds, clear 

breath sounds, 

symmetrical chest 

expansion); direct 

visualization

Yes

Contact medical control 

as necessary

 
NOTES: 

 Normal room air oxygen saturation (pulse ox) is 94 – 100%. 

 A normal ETCO2 reading is 33 - 43 mm Hg. 

 Ventilation rate is 8 - 10 breaths/minute for victims of cardiac arrest. 
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